249.   SENTENCE ON THE GREAT TILAK
The sentence passed on Mr. Tilak, the great patriot, is terrible.*
The few days' imprisonment which the Transvaal Indians suffer is as
nothing compared to transportation for six years.
The sentence is not so much surprising as terrible. At the same
time it is nothing to be unhappy about.
It is not surprising that a Government we seek to defy should inflict
oppressive measures on us. Mr. Tilak is so great a man and scholar that
it would be impertinent, in this country, to write of his work. He
deserves to be adored for his work in the service of the motherland. His
simplicity is extraordinary; but the light of his scholarship has reached
even Europe.
Yet we should not blindly follow the policies of those whom we
regard as great. It would be casting a reflection on Mr. Tilak's great-
ness to argue that his writings had no bitterness in them or to offer
some such defence. Pungent, bitter and penetrating writing was his
objective. He aimed at inciting Indians against British rule. To attempt
to minimize this would be to detract from Mr. Tilak's greatness.
The rulers are justified, from their point of view, in, taking action
against such a man. We would do the same in their place. If we look
at the matter thus, we realize that we need not feel bitter towards
them.
Mr, Tilak, however, deserves our congratulations. He has, by his
suffering, attained undying fame and laid the foundations of India's
freedom.
If the people, instead of being overawed at the sentence passed on
Mr, Tilak or being intimidated by it, rejoice at it and keep up their
courage, the sentence will in the sequel prove to have been a blessing.
What we need to consider is whether Indians should accept the views
of Mr, Tilak and his party. We submit, after great deliberation, that
Mr. Tilak's views should be rejected.
1 Shortly after the Muzaffarpur incident (vide.p. 223), Tilak wrote two articles
in his journal, Kesari, praising the enthusiasm of the Bengal revolutionaries without,
however, endorsing their violent methods. Self-rule, he said, was the only lasting
solution to the problem. He also warned the Government against suppressing public
opinion through the Newspapers Act On June 24, he was arrested on a charge of
sedition on two separate warrants, one for each of his two articles. Tilak "was found
guilty by the jury by a seven-to-two vote and was sentenced to six years' deportation.
The majority of t&ejmy were Anglo-Indians, the two dissentients being Indians.